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dogs. [188] As to the cold, you have the snow at
your head with only a pine branch between, often
nothing but your hat, and the winds are free to enter
in a thousand places. For do not imagine that these
pieces of bark are joined as paper is glued and fitted
to a window frame; they are often like the plant
mille-pertuis,® except that their holes and their open-
ings are a little larger; and even if there were only
the opening at the top, which serves at once as win-
dow and chimney, the coldest winter in France could
come in there every day without any trouble. When
I lay down at night I could study through this open-
ing both the Stars and the Moon as easily as if I had
been in the open fields.

Nevertheless, the cold did not annoy me as much
as the heat from the fire. A little place like their
cabins is easily heated by a good fire, which some-
times roasted and broiled me on all sides, for the
cabin was so narrow that I could not protect myself
against the heat. You cannot move to right or left,
[189] for the Savages, your neighbors, are at your el-
bows; you cannot withdraw to the rear, for you en-
counter the wall of snow, or the bark of the cabin
which shuts you in. I did not know what position to
take. Had I stretched myself out, the place was so
narrow that my legs would have been halfway in the
fire; to roll myself up in a ball, and crouch down in
their way, was a position I could not retain as long
as they could; my clothes were all scorched and
burned. You will ask me perhaps if the snow at our
backs did not melt under so much heat. I answer,
‘““no;” that if sometimes the heat softened it in the
least, the cold immediately turned it into ice. I will



